
Cause - Effect Words 

             Created for free educational use and distribution by Ashlea Betzen.   Paraphrasing 
  Signal Words 

  practice rephrasing these sentences 
 
Directions: Find the signal word of cause or effect and change the sentence structure with a 
different cause/effect word.  
 
 
1. Insect-spread diseases like malaria were a world-wide cause of death in the early 20th 

century.  
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Since the pesticide DDT was effective in controlling disease during World War II, the 

government promoted it to control disease in the U.S.  
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. Several scientists noticed that the increase in pesticides for agriculture and public health also 

had an effect on wildlife, particularly fish and birds. 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. America’s national symbol, the bald eagle, had nearly vanished because of heavy pesticide 

use.  
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. The reason that the eagle population was suffering was that DDT made their egg shells very 
fragile. 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Rachel Carson’s 1962 book Silent Spring lead to the creation of the Environmental 

Protection Agency. 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Due to the environmental movement in the 1960s, DDT use was banned in the U.S. 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Next: use another paraphrasing strategy with your sentences. 
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Instructor Guide 
 
Tips:  
 Before this worksheet, use noticing activities to familiarize students with the grammar and 

collocation rules of various signal words.  Encourage students to substitute similar words with a 
different part of speech. More resources at https://www.footnotesenglish.com/for-
students/signalwords/ 

 Questions increase in difficulty, so remind students that #5-7 may require careful attention to 
sentence structure. 

 Paraphrasing activities take more time than other grammar points, so allow students at least 30 
minutes to complete all questions.  To shorten the activity, allow students to work in pairs or 
focus on select sentences.  Compile multiple possible answers as a class. 

 After the worksheet, encourage and remind students that effective paraphrasing combines 
several strategies.  More resources at https://www.footnotesenglish.com/for-
teachers/paraphrasing/ 
 

Answers: Vary but can include 
 
1. Insect-spread diseases like malaria caused world-wide death in the early 20th century.  

Many deaths around the world were because of insect-spread diseases like malaria in the early 
20th century. 

 
2. The pesticide DDT was effective in controlling disease during World War II. As a result, the 

government promoted it to control disease in the U.S.  
Due to its effectiveness in controlling disease during World War II, the government promoted 
DDT to control disease in the U.S.  

 
3. Several scientists noticed that the increase in pesticides for agriculture and public health also 

affected wildlife, particularly fish and birds. 
Several scientists noticed that the increase in pesticides for agriculture and public health also had 
consequences for wildlife, particularly fish and birds. 

 
4. America’s national symbol, the bald eagle, had nearly vanished because Americans were using 

heavy pesticides.  
America’s national symbol, the bald eagle, had nearly vanished as a result of heavy pesticide use. 
 

5. The eagle population was suffering because DDT made their egg shells very fragile. 
DDT made eagle egg shells very fragile.  Therefore, the eagle population was suffering. 
 

6. Rachel Carson’s 1962 book Silent Spring resulted in the creation of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
Rachel Carson’s 1962 book Silent Spring was a reason for the creation of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 
7. Because of the environmental movement in the 1960s, DDT use was banned in the U.S. 

The environmental movement in the 1960s lead to ban on DDT use in the U.S. 
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