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  practice rephrasing these sentences 
 
Directions: Find the signal word of contrast and change the sentence structure with a different 
contrast word.  
 
 
1. While odd-numbered highways run north to south, even-numbered highways go east and 

west.  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
2. Although the majority of highways are free, some states charge tolls for use.  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. The government originally predicted that the Interstate Highway system would cost $25 

billion and be finished in 12 years.  Instead, the final cost was $114 billion and it took 35 
years to complete. 

 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. President Eisenhower was concerned that, unlike Germany, the U.S. had no large road 

system to move equipment.  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. One way that the Interstate Highway system differs from other numbered highways is the 
on-ramps and off-ramps to control access. 

 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Next: use another paraphrasing strategy with your sentences.  
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Instructor Guide 
 
Tips:  
 Before this worksheet, use noticing activities to familiarize students with the grammar and 

collocation rules of various contrast signal words.  Encourage students to substitute signal words 
that have different grammar (ex: transitions for subordinators or prepositional phrases). More 
resources at https://www.footnotesenglish.com/for-students/signalwords/ 

 Questions increase in difficulty, so remind students that #4-5 may require careful attention to 
sentence structure. 

 Paraphrasing activities take more time than other grammar points, so allow students at least 30 
minutes to complete all questions.  To shorten the activity,  allow students to work in pairs or 
focus on select sentences.  Compile multiple possible answers as a class. 

 After the worksheet, encourage and remind students that effective paraphrasing combines 
several strategies.  More resources at https://www.footnotesenglish.com/for-
teachers/paraphrasing/ 
 

Answers: Vary but can include 
 
1. Odd-numbered highways run north to south, but even-numbered highways go east and west.  

Odd-numbered highways run north to south. However, even-numbered highways go east and 
west.  
Whereas odd-numbered highways run north to south, even-numbered highways go east and 
west.  
 

2. The majority of highways are free, but some states charge tolls for use.  
Though the majority of highways are free, some states charge tolls for use. 
The majority of highways are free. Even so, some states charge tolls for use. 
 

3. Even though the government originally predicted that the interstate system would cost $25 
billion and be finished in 12 years, the final cost was $114 billion and it took 35 years to complete. 
The government originally predicted that the interstate system would cost $25 billion and be 
finished in 12 years, but the final cost was $114 billion and it took 35 years to complete. 
Despite original predictions that the interstate system would cost $25 billion and be finished in 
12 years, the final cost was $114 billion and it took 35 years to complete. 

 
4. President Eisenhower was concerned that, in contrast to Germany, the U.S. had no large road 

system to move equipment.  
President Eisenhower was concerned that the U.S. had no large road system to move equipment, 
while Germany did.  
President Eisenhower was concerned that Germany had a large road system for moving 
equipment, but the U.S. didn’t.  
 

5. The Interstate Highway system has on-ramps and off-ramps to control access, but other 
numbered highways don’t.  
Although the Interstate Highway system has on-ramps and off-ramps to control access, other 
numbered highways don’t. 
One difference between the Interstate Highway system and other numbered highways is the on-
ramps and off-ramps to control access. 
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