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  maybe - may be 
 

Practice 1 
Choose the best word to complete the sentence. 
 
Example: The director  maybe /  may be   in the meeting room.  

1. You have fever. You maybe / may be too sick to go to school today. 

2. Maybe / May be the problem is the power cord. 

3. I think your DVD player may / may be broken. 

4. He may / may be buy a new laptop. 

5. We maybe not / may not be in the right room. 

 

Practice 2 
Complete the sentence with  maybe, may be, or may. 
 

Example: My sister    may      call me tonight.  

6. __________ she changed her phone number. 

7. The boys __________ too young to watch this movie. 

8. Honestly, __________ this dress isn’t the right color for you. 

9. The birthday party __________ this Saturday or Sunday. 

10. The concert __________ start at 7:30. 

 

Practice 3 
Mark these sentences as (C) correct or (I) incorrect. Fix the error. 

 
Example:   

       ____ The class maybe more interesting than you think. 

11. ____ Maybe I’m wrong, but are you alright? 

12. ____ It maybe cold tonight, so you should bring a jacket. 

13. ____ After I get my paycheck, may be I’ll go on a trip. 

14. ____ He may come with us to Chicago. 

15. ____ They are maybe not ready to go yet. 
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Tips:  
 Find an explanation of the adverb maybe and the modal may at http://footnotesenglish.com/for-

students/footnotes-grammar/maybe-may-be/. Use this link to give students an autonomous 
resource for finding more information about an error that you see them making. For example, 
provide the link in the comment section of feedback on a paper and see if students can correct 
the error themselves instead of correcting it for them. 

 This is a common error at all levels of proficiency. Even after direct instruction, students will 
probably continue making the error in writing and speaking. Although it’s usually just a spelling 
problem for native English speakers, for non-native speakers, it can interfere with grammar and 
comprehension, as well. Follow up with instruction on modal use, if necessary. 

 Students can edit digital documents easily by using the Find feature (Ctrl+F) and searching for 
‘may’. (Use a space after the word to only search for the modal.) Help them use this trick to see if 
they are using the correct form:  

If I replace it with ‘might’ does it have the same meaning? 
If ‘yes’, then I should use ‘may,’ not ‘maybe,’ 

Students are more likely to use ‘maybe’ instead of ‘may’ than other errors. 
 Find more activities for specific grammar points at http://footnotesenglish.com/for-

students/footnotes-grammar/ 
 

 
Answers:  
 
1. may be 
2. Maybe 
3. may be 
4. may 
5. may not be 
 
6. Maybe 
7. may be 
8. maybe (*the clause starts after the comma) 
9. may be 
10. may 

 
11. C 
12. I – It may be cold / Maybe it will be cold 
13. I – paycheck, maybe I’ll / I ‘ll may go on  
14. C 
15. I- They are may not be ready. / Maybe they are may not ready 
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